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THE REPORT 



PRESIDENT OF THE QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BELFAST, 



THE ACADEMIC YEAH OF 1851-62. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 



May it Please Your Majesty, 

I have the honour of submitting this Third Report of the College over 
which I preside, humbly hoping that the facts recorded, and the suggestions made 
therein, may be found worthy of the consideration of your Majesty, in regard to 
the great question of Collegiate Education in Ireland. , . 

The subjoined Table will show the numbers of Students who attended the 
Classes diming the last three Sessions ; and from this return I feel warranted m 
sayino-, that United Education, having been tested by the theory and constitution 
of the College, as well as by its adaptation to the varied interests of a mixed 
community, has been proved to be necessary and perfectly practicable. 



1 


College Sessions. 




1840.00. 


iS50.ni. 


1851-52. 


Matriculated . . • j 

Non-Matriculated . . • 


90 

105 | 


110 1 
75 


120 

69 


In attendance . . 

Entered, but did not attend . 


195 


185 ! 

1 


189 

3 


195 


1S6 


192 


Established Church 
General Assembly 
Non-Subscribers . 

Roman Catholics _. 

Wesleyan Methodists 
Covenanters . 

Seceders • 

Independents . 

Baptists . ■ . • • 

Religious denominations not de- 
clared ...» 


33 

111 

2-1 

A 

7 

3 

1 

1 

6 


33 

109 

21 

10 

4 

6 

1 

1 


40 

105 

18 

14 

5 

6 

1 


195 


j 185 


189 



Signed, Rd. Oulton, Registrar. 



As a natural result from the denominational mixture of Students thus set forth, 
it.rns to be expected that a corresponding competition for the emctanents and 
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4 REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF 

honors of the College would take place ; and it affords me hieh <rratifi™« , 
state, that the lists of Scholarships and of Class Rewards pifsen! a mverehVof 
names and religious creeds m almost a proportionate ratio with the diS f 
persuasions of the young men to whom those advantages are thrown tquSly 

. !* be see ” b y the aboTC r et “ rn ' that tbe whoIe ambers of Students 
“ * be * bre , e f st years respectively, 105, 186, 192, and that whilst the MaS 
lated Students amounted in the same years to DO, 110, and 120 nn A 

“ng of the t ColI^, m wheT^many ^young^mem^who^^^partly^ppos “T? 

£S inTe^Lfco^ 5 ’ “ — aLg, y to P co^ 

I think it right to refer to the machinery of the College as u. 

Majesty under statutory law, to account, in no inconsiderable dem-ee fortwo^hT 
portant matters, which it is my privilege to record in this Report ’ namelv th» 
harmonious action of the different departments of the College, and also the 
xistence, within its walls, of a system of instruction certainly not inferior to that of 

any other educational establishment. i or to tnat oi 

And first, as to the Council of the College. This Bodv Ins hv 1 .,,, , • 

portant duties to discharge, aud the Members of it have at dl tLS pe“fo ‘med' 
£?? ™‘ h “ a «iety to advance the cause of general educator, 
the prosperity and usefulness of the College. To them belongs the ^ 
“instruction to be pursued in the College, °and of prescrib- 
Co^ege CtonT ‘ ? lT’ f cho arsbl P' and other Collegiate Examinations. The 
College Calendai will show both the extent of those Courses, and their adaDta 

StdZ™ Stat0 f of ., sci “ nc0 - and a rapidly advancing community. The 
subjoined Programmes of the hours and days of Lectures and Examinations 
duung the Session, may convey romo idea of the subjects embraced in the de- 
and Law to (™*f Kbn g CiviI Engineering and Agriculture) and of Medicine 
out the SesS h nnT 1 the " umbor ,° f Prel “ ctions del iverod weekly and through- 
for anT Honors, eXtent “ f th “ “ere-it ExaminatiL 



Hours and Days of Lectures during tlio Session. 



Practical Anatomy, . 

Zoology and Botany, . 

Anatomy and Physiology, 

Chemistry, . 

Midwifery, . 

Medical Jurisprudence, 

Practice of Medicine, 

Materia Mcdicn, . 

Practice of Surgery, 

French,* . 

German,* . 

Natural Philosophy, 

• Dr. Frings has Evening Class 

The fcp P ™ ct ' c ? 1 , Chemistry and Botany w... „„„„ 
The Clnss of Practical Chemistry meets on three days in the 




)n tlio 1st of March, 
ik, from February. 



General Examinations. — Session 1851-52. 

^J.Tisprnilenco nnd Political Economy for Students in tho Fncnlty of Arts, at the dose of tlio Lectures on those subjects. 



The E 8 ^! kb t ' ’ ’ Tucs “ April °« 11 

MidXV ' ' • Tues., April fl; 0-12 , a.m. & 2-D,rji. 

Practice"?} Medicine, ! & April 27 1 .JlJV 

-St 



Mathematics (Seed. Tear), Fri., June 4 , * 2 _ 0 FJt 

and Sat., June 5: 9—12, A.M. 

Sat., Juno 5 ; 9 — 12, a.m. Sc, 2 5, p.ai. 

Thurs., June3; 9— 12.A.M.&2 — 5, pm 
F ri., June 4; 9—12, a.m. Sc 2—5, p.M. 
Sat., June 5 j 2 — 6, p.u. 

Mon., June 7 j 9—12, a.m. & 2—5 p M. 
. Sat., June 5; 9 — 12, a.m. 

. Tues., June 8; 9— 12 , a.m. 

"‘t., June 5 ‘ 



Modem Languages, 
Natural Philosophy 
Metaphysics, . 
Logic, . 
Chemistry, 

Practical Chemistry 
Botany, .- 
Surveying, 



Surveying, . Sat., June 6; 9-12, a.m. 

I Mineralogy and Geology, Wed., June 2; 2—5 pm 
| C1V1I Engineering, . . Tues., June 8 ; 9—12 a 

I Practice of Agriculture, . Tues., June 8 : 9—12.’ A 
Diseases of Fnrm Animals, Tues., June 8; 9—12 a’ 

I Theory of Agriculture, . Tues., June S; 2—5, ’ 



Third Year, in the Seco^dTe^ .of^Se^ron!"” PriZe3> TUird Tear Stndents ' of Ll "», at the end'of the Law Lectures of the 



[Table No. 2.'-j 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF 

Sinopsis or Examinations, October, 1S52. 




In connexion with all tlic Lectures, a constant system of examination is 
carried on by the Professors, regarding- the subjects and experiments to which 
he minds of the Students have been directed ; and this combination of Lecture- 
ships and Examinations lias the eftect of securing attention during the hours of 
instruction, and of impressing more deeply upon their memory than could other- 
wise be done,, the various disquisitions on Science and Literature. A rule of 
Council, requiring- from all Students, under forfeiture of their Certificates, attend- 
ance on at least five-sixths of the Lectures in his Course, produces the best results 
m promoting both punctuality and progress. 

Secondly -—The Prof essarid Department. —It would be difficult to overrate the 
anxiety and efforts of tile Professors to afford, in their respective sections, ‘the 
best instruction, and to impart it in the most effectual manner. Whether their 
preparation for the performance of their duties, or their eminence in those special 
wains ot learning with which their names and labours are associated, be eon- 
ni 1 d the “ exem P lal '.y regularity of attendance, their zeal 
withom ™ i * u° f Col ? e § e -™ d ^ir continued efforts to advance, within and 
the 'V* 16 ™ried objects of Literature and Science, I cannot withhold 

efforts will hoe ,° 4 ^ decld ® d conviction, that their individual and combined 
in Britdnor elsewhere, 0111 ^ 6 compal ' is011 with tllose ° f corps of Professors 

necessarwc^^? 0 Studen1 f-'~ I* Mows from the foregoing facts, as an almost 
necessary consequence, that close habits of application and' Collegiate discipline 
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THE QUEEN’S COLLEGE, BELFAST. 7 

should be found to exist amongst the ranks of the young men; and that such has 
been the effect of an organization, reaching from the chairs of instruction to the 
benches and private studies of the taught, the Collegiate records of the attend- 
ance o-ood conduct, and diligence of the Students afford satisfactory testimony. 

Fourthly, — It is important, in connexion with this, to re.er to the provision 
that has been made for the Selii/ious instruction end discipline of the Students. 
Your Majesty has been pleased to appoint foul- Deans of .Residences, wno have, 
in accordance with the Statutes, the moral care and spiritual charge o the stu- 
dents of their respective creeds ; and it deserves to be noticed, that not only the 
vouno- men residing in the Licensed Boarding-Houses, as Matriculated students, 
but also a number of the Non-matriculated, and above the age of twenty-one 
vears attend regularly on the Lectures and instruction afforded by their respec- 
tive Deans These gentlemen, at the termination of the Collegiate Session, 
returned to me, as President, very satisfactory reports respecting- the manner in 
which the Students under them had conducted themselves, and their general 
attention to their religious duties. At the Triennial Visitation of the College 
which took place daring the year, and shall be noticed afterwards, the four 
Beaus of Residences were in attendance, and having been severally called upon 
by the Visitors, bore the following testimony on this subject:— 

The Key. Dr. Cooke, Dean of Residences of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Ireland, said, he could not report too strongly in favour of the 
SMdents committed to his care ; lie was glad to say that not a single charge of 
violation of religious duty had been preferred against any of them 

The Rev. J. Murphy, Episcopal Dean of Residences, said it afforded him great 
pleasure to bear testimony to the exemplary conduct and attention of the Students 
placed under his spiritual supervision. Ho had, from time to time, visited the Board- 
ing-Houses in which they reside, and had assembled them periodically at his Class 
Meetings for the purpose of Examination in the prescribed courses of religious 
instruction, and he had every reason to be satisfied with the general result. ^ 

The Rev. John Porter, Dean of Residences of the ^ on- subscribing Body ot 
Presbyterians, said he had endeavoured to point out to the Students placed under 
his charge the duties which were incumbent on them, and he had the satisfaction 
to state, °that in all respects they had followed the advice so given them. 

The Rev. Mr. Lupton, Dean of Residences of the Wesleyan body, said lie was 
happy to hear testimony that the Students under his care had been most assidu- 
ous in their attention to their religious duties. . 

Fifthly .— Triennial Visitation of the College .— During the year to which this 
Report refers, the first Triennial Visitation took place when the Board of Visitors 
held a public Court, and made formal inquiry into the general state of its disci- 
pline, and inspected the different departments of the College. The follow ing 
Visitors attended on the occasion — His Grace the Duke cf Lematei, the Rk, t 
Honourable Maziere Brady, Ex-Lord Chancellor, the Right Honourable Baron 
Greene the Bishop of Down and Connor and Dromore, and the Rev. Dr. Coul- 
ter iloderator of the General Assembly. The Professors and Students of he 
College were present during the inquiry, and answered on the call of the roll to 
their names. Only one case ol appeal from anv Professor, Office Bearer, or 
Student against anv decision of the President or College council, was brouglrt 
before the Visitors! Mr. M’Mahon, who had been for one year a Matriculated 
Medical Student in the Queens College, Galway, and had afterw-ards past ad 
eundem to the Queen’s College, Belfast, appealed against a decision m the Council, 
which declared his ineligibility to compete for a Scholarship of the first year. 
The case was fully heard and considered by the Visitors, who came to the fol- 
lowing decision : 

hUW £» Visitors, who was versed ta the readiog of Statutes, to onflow, the state of 

th MTStady said, that fh.agh the deeisi oj. “hSSlfgd codetta 

of the words ot tne oiaum,. j- rr tn cnninete for a first year Scholarship, 

apiast Mr. MM mSI td L. elljble for it. A 

He was a person who had entitled rank in the Cork College, and entered here as a 

might have foregone the advanta - J £ preserve the position he had gained; 

first year Student, thus begimngden^ tot, £ * second yea r Student. Now, bar- 

as i. were, aJd oonpet, for a fat year 
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Scholarship. There would be injustice in allowing him to do so ; for, with the advants^ 
study, he would throw himself among those who were not so fortunate : and the fi.lt a 
would thus he exposed to an unfair competition. The Statutes did not preclude a nwi * tudent3 
mg to obtain Scholarships of higher years than those in which such Student was reyistS°? i r ° m aim ' 
not allow him to fall back. In Trinity College, the Students of the 8econdS??f& but tlle 7 did 
Examination for Scholarships, were examined in a wider and more advanced com-J Z *1"? m for 
those of the first year; for, as he had said, it would bo unfair to first year Students i Et “ dy ttaa 
petition with them a person of second year’s reading. A Student in any of the OwJa Vn? ID COm ' 
at liberty on entering another of them, to take a status corresponding with that he btl ? il® 8 Waa 
having taken it, lie was tied down to the Statutes applicable to Students ofsuS^Jj^MrP 



in conclusion, read the Statute in question ; and said, that on the fair and ^ - Dra,1 7. 

the words bore, Mr. M'Mahon was not eligible to competo for a first year’s sJhokr? UCtl i° U ? Lich 
entered as a Student of the second year. 7 Scholarship, he being 

At the conclusion of the business, the Duke of Leinster made the follow' 
announcement, as the general finding of the Visitors: nin S 

I desire, on tbo part of the Visitors to state the high gratification we feel at the result of th. v • 
*“*”? which to just taken plane. There lias been no complaint made by anybody Le Se 
that Las arisen solely from the misconstruction of a Statute. 1 must say, too that “u “f 
plaised with tbemanuerm winch that young gentleman, Mr. M'Mahon.Libraught fo™dhto'“' h 
and there is not the least doubt, if any of the Professors or Students may hereafter thinlThTl ; 
of complaint, that, if he traps it forward peaceably before the Visitors, tbe^ldllotel t 
consideration I trust, tins time three years, when onr next Visitation incurs, we S find ™ 
gressing in the same way as at present; and that then it will be myplcasi, ,, duty to ritnrn E 
thanks, as I now do, for the manner m which yon have enabled us to feport of this VMtetten 7 

THE QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY IN IRELAND. 

Yom- Majesty haying been pleased to create, under Letters Patent 
this new University, by the aggregation of the three Colleges of BelfLt’ 
Coik, and Galway ; and haying appointed a senate, composed principally 
of the heads of public departments-the Earl of Clarendon bekg Chan 
cellor this body held its first meeting, in Dublin Castle, on tfe Iflfl, 
of June, 18ol, that place having been appointed by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland as the seat where the University was to hold its meetings. During that 
year. the Senate met several times, m order to prescribe the Courses of Study to 
qualify Students for University Degrees, to adopt the necessary regnlaSons fe 
conferring Degrees, and to appoint Examiners. As the Charter of the Un ver 
sity restricts its Degrees to Students who shall have completed the prescribed 
Courses of Edi, cation in some one of the three Colleges, the number of Giadu- 
lmM n /“v 18o \ ™ comparatively small ; but at a similar examination 
k 61 ? September and October, 1852, a much larger number of candidates nre’ 

a. n i e, i? Sl i VeS ,0 /w t ,e scveral De S rees of <> f Medicine, Baehelo? of 

Arts, the Diploma of Elementary Law, and the Diploma of Agriculture These 
Exam, na ions took place m Dublin Castle, extended over many days, and were 
conducted by as distinguished a corps of Examiners as any University can possess. 

EXAMINERS FOE THE FEAR. 

Oreeh — Charles MacDouall, A.M., Professor of Greek, Quccu’s College Belfast 
LeW r’ AM -< Pr ° {e .f or Latin, Queen’s College, Cork. 

^ ’ A ’ M - P " fe5s0r of Eist01 'y “ Dd literature, Queen', 

Zof ic and Metaph,,, ici —Tko Key William Rtsgernld, A.M., Vicar of St Anne’e 

a Heron ' AE - Prew ' 

A ; B - O.B., Professor, Queen', College, Galway. 
rE 7 ™~ T1 t““i Profe »“ | r, Queen's College, Galway. k 7 

KSSta^ir 1 ' LtD " **** 5-A College, Belfast. 

Surffer ;.— John Hamilton, P.R.C.S., M.R.IJ 



Brady, 



by the Examiners ^ onors amon g st the Graduates recommended 
tested in the fullest tw to present themselves to be examined for tliem, 

entered the Iiste' T^e ™ e1 '’ ^ “ owled g e . and comparative merit of those who 
6 The '“oniony of conferring the Degrees and Rewards, which 
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afterwards took place in St. Patrick’s Hall, in the presence of their Excellencies 
the Earl and Countess of Eglinton, and a brilliant assembly, composed ot indi- 
viduals of rank, high official position, and literary reputation, forms so important 
a feature in our collegiate history, that I subjoin, in an Appendix, an account ot 
the proceedings, embracing, in full, the statement of the \ ice-Chancellor and the 
valuable reply of the Earl of Eglinton. 

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION AT THE COLLEGE. 

During the past year the British Association for the A dvancement of Science 
held its third meeting in Ireland, at Belfast. The reception it received was, in 
all respects, worthy of the intelligent and enterprizing community of which 
Belfast is the centre; and the meeting, under the able Presidentship of Colonel 
Sabine, was not only one of the most numerously attended, but was, also, one ot 
the most prolific in scientific results of any which had taken place for several 
years. The Library, Lecture-rooms, and other public apartments of the College 
were, on this interesting occasion, placed altogether at the disposal of the Asso- 
ciation, and afforded ample accommodation to all the sections into which the 
Association is divided, as well as to the Council and General Committee. In 
stating that the Association was more conveniently accommodated under the 
roof of this College than it had been at any of its previous meetings, I believe I 
am only giving expression to the universal sentiment of all the members who 
were present ; and it certainly was a source of great gratification to myself and 
to the Professors of the College to have this opportunity of receiving so distin- 
guished a body as the British Association, and of contributing, as far as lay in 
our power, to the highly successful issue of the meeting. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and the Countess oi Eglinton, having 
intimated their intention of visiting the British Association, it became the pleasing 
duty of the authorities of the College to receive their Excellencies with due cere- 
mony, and to present to the Lord Lieutenant, on his arrival, the following con- 
gratulatory address : — 



“To ms Bimmn Archibald William. Easy op Eolmox, Lorn Imuotmu 
General Governor of Ireland. 

“May it please ioee EsOMMYCr.-Wo, the President, tjj. Vice-President olid Frrftamrf «J 
of in<lu=trv • and knowing, ns we have the satisfaction of doing, the high value vvlneli vour uxeei 

tovsitThistoU Whi'srss 

quite prepared for tVc honour which your Excellency has done this College, m selecting it as one of 

tb ° “ ™,” t s «* f 

Us high offiec, wishes to i»I»™ °wh '» au'X rfS the British 

studies prosecuted here, we hail your Excellency a v isit to Bclfa.. , exp 7 P 

who ore intrusted with their spiritual instruction torn uru.shed the most 
gratifying accounts of the attention paid by them to tlieir religious and moral dutas. 

S^one^r°duS““nI,d aTd^nctT^ 

continued success, and must eventuate in realising the desires of and 
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“We have, in conclusion, to assure your Excellency, that no effort shall he wanting „„ 
make this Establishment a great centre of intellectual enlightenment and moral power • to 

kted by the zeal and influential example of your Excellency to do good to Ireland f!* u ’ 

shall be to render the College a blessing to the country, and worthy of the exalted name nf 
loved Queen.” “ au,e 01 our De- 

signed, 

P. Sitoldham Henry, D.D. 

President. 



Queen’s College, Belfast, 1st September, 1 S52. 

His Excellency delivered the following 1 reply 
“Me. President, my Lords, and Gentlemen, — Amonc the tnnnv fWtav.;„~ „ r <■ . . 
feeing towards mo which I Lave received in Delta, non? afford ml Ligler fto«fication thiTa? 
Address which you have presented to me, emanating, as it does, from a body of men J , tbe 

estimable j and it is a great additional source of pleasure to me, that yoS kindness toCds mvleTf 
is coupled with the expression of your loyalty to a Sovcremn who so well d PBP ™L ti '. V y elf 
of every class of her subjects. * ° who so veil deserves the attachment 

‘llwfV- 8 T im l™ sso ‘ 1 fl r 1 »>” will tie conviction tint education is tic I,,,;, 

of all that is good and great in a nation, and that no people can prosper over whom it does not sW 
its beneficent influence ; and, sensible a, I am of its necessity, it bus always been ?v obta t 1 
private capacity to support ,t by every means in n,y power. I-Iow mncL more anvioudy milt I ™ “ 
ton my attention to its enconmgenient, when it becomes not only a sacred duty wldel I owe to m v 
Sovereign, who has intrusted me with the government of this counfrv but w lw>„ *i e ‘ , ? 

I occupy gives a weight to my era,,, pic, „» i»Znce to my opiSi, " C ,,'owet d 

exercised in promoting the interests of such an institution ^ 1 ’ ‘ - V be powerfully 

“It is my earnest hope that this Oollego will grow in the estimation of the people a, tie 
derived from it become every day more apparent and that it will l« nm „ ti « * ^ • ,, enefits 

AID REQUIRED POE LIBRARY AND MUSEUMS, die. 

rt! U1 'r 8 i| the pa f 4 • 7ear !t became m r dut y. in common with the other Presidents 
of the Coheges to renew our urgent applications to Government for an animal 

wit]fther i on,f°l SUP ? a M e ?, ten n 011 ° f the Libraries a “ d Museums connected 
with them and also to enable the Councils of the Colleges to reduce an oppres- 
sive and obnoxious fee which is annually levied from the Students for thoXht- 
mg and various contingent expenses of the Colleges. Our appeals met with much 
consideration from the last Government, during the month of May; but as the 
“ lad he “ becn 11 closed > ford Derby and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
flnrn' if ■ “ 1 “ d all our documents to be referred to the Senate of the 
fte mdlieS t? 7 ’ ! n , orier tb . at tbc r °I ,ort of that body might be obtained on 
untieo bj f ti o 1 7 h f le 'l“f st,on "' as consequently brought under the special 
MW?, “ ^ a il ' casul 'J' Minute from Mr. Hamilton; and after the 

tbliuev ‘ 7’ i aI jainm°usly agreed to recommend to the Government 

k ™ onlif 1 C f ‘l°' VIn0nt W ’,' c i 'f! been so ea ™estly sought for. The following 
f',,™ tlQe f *9 c f? , wb . lch bad heon submitted to the Government, as specify- 
ing the objects for which the additional grants are necessary •— P 1 

Py the Act establishing the Queens Colleges (Vic. 8 &‘S, c. 66), the entire 
the P, t T 1 *! 1 L” d owment has been confined to the payment of the salaries of 
tloT, p d *’ 7“-“^ Professors, and Office Bearers, and to the founda- 
raiwent ® msarelll P a - N ° provision whatever has been made by the Act for the 
t ' tab 0f the Colleges, or for the outfit and support of those numerous 
J (Lihrary, Museum, Physical and Natural History Sections, Labora- 
tories, Anatomical School, See See.) which necessarily exist in all such Institutions. 

! *'T °FT"K m 0ctober - f849, asum of £4,000 was granted by 

Suita * 10 eaCh ° f *il e QueC “ S ColIe 8' es ’ t0 provide such books, philosophical 
SePrif ’ s P ec ! mer, , s> *?•>“ «ught be necessary to illustrate the Lectures of 
Wb ™ f S0 ?’ of wbom are ““phijed in each of the Colleges. 

totall^Seof S i- be * en i 1 i ald °? With th 5 most ri S' id but lias been found 

thf nSfS f b t 6 e i d b P ™P°“ d ' 0ne haIf o f Grant was applied to 

endeavmwS bt>0k !j P i esld ent, with the aid of the Professors, have 
■works mosfS S if * h ® llmitedsum permitted, to procure for the Library the 
dSartmenl 1, ly , neoes ?? r7 “ tbe different branches of learning. Many 
wTf ( - S WlU ?f ll7 , be believed when ‘he high price of new aJ 
The , cons l dered ; ar . e still “oet inadequltely provided. 

instrmnenfa^rfWC 2 ’ °x ha c b “u dlstn . buted on the purchase of apparatus, 
,f“erai defartm?„ S te &C -’ lU ~ S * he LeCtures of tbe P ^ors & 

vS beinT e i ? “i 7 * t0 1 numerate tbe objects and branches of science to 
which it has been applied, to show how insufficient it has been found for the 
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wants of the Institutions. These are as follows: — Mechanics, Optics, Hydrostatics, 
Acoustics, Astronomical and Optical Instruments, Electricity, Magnetism and 
Electro-Magnetism, Chemistry, Heat and Meteorology, Natural History, Mine- 
ralogy and Geology, Agriculture, Civil Engineering, Anatomy and Physiology, 
Surgery and Pathology, Materia Medica, Midwifery, &c. 

It may be right to remark, that the endowment originally intended . by bn* 
Robert Peel and the other founders of the Colleges for twelve Professors in each 
establishment, has since been distributed among tmuiy, as a less number would 
not have completed the Facultie s of Arts, Law, aud Medicine, together with the 
Schools of Agriculture and Engineering, and rendered them fit for University 
privileges. The salaries of the Professors are, accordingly, very small ; and it 
would be unreasonable, as well as impossible, that these gentlemen should pio- 
vide for the necessary wants of their departments. 

In several instances, Professors have been found to borrow books and appa- 
ratus from England and Scotland, to enable them to do justice to the subjects on 
which they lecture. . . . 

The Colleges, it will be remembered, rest their claim :o public support on the 
o-rouud that they are dispensing the very best and highest education. They 
have been fortunate in obtaining the services of a staff of Professors unsurpassed 
in any Educational Establishment in Great Britain; but the efforts of these 
eminent men are more or less paralyzed, and their zeal in a groat degree dis- 
heartened, by the inefficient means placed at their disposal ior lhustratiug those 
subjects which they are so well qualified to teach ; and the Colleges cannot, 
without obtaining that assistance which the Presidents now solicit prom the 
Government, continue to afford that high Education which they were instituted 
to impart, and which the rapid progress of science, and the increasing wants o± 
the a«-e. so imperatively demand. To meet the necessary expenditure no funds 
whatever exist, except* the fees paid by the Students to the College. 

By the plan originally adopted, and invariably adhered to in these Institutions, 
the Students are required to be in constant attendance upon the Lectures of the 
Professors during a long Session, as the authorities have determined tnat their 
Decrees and Diplomas shall be the reward and evidence of a bona pie education. 

Accordingly, to all Students not in the immediate vicinity of the Colleges, the 
expense of attending them, including that of residence fees to the Professors and 
the College, becomes very considerable, and, as the Presidents know, prevents a 
lai-o-e number of Students from availing themselves of the advantages ox these 
Establishments. The College fees, so far from being kept up to their present 
seal 0 oiK-kt to be greatlv reduced — or, as is the case in the scotch Universities, 
made merely nominal-to bring the Colleges to a level with the circumstances of 
the country, aud to place them within the reach ot taose classes tux whom toey 
were more particularly founded. 

As a large sum has been expended on the building of these C olleges and a 
considerable endowment conferred upon them, the Presidents ; respectfully sug- 
gested to, and repeatedly urged upon, former Governments, that it appears an 
unwise and unthrifty policy to withhold such an additional endowment as would, 
iu their belief, secure the complete success of the Colleges, and immeasurably 
extend the advantages of all that has already been done, so that the object 
for which the Colleges were founded may be rapidly and certainly obtained, viz., 
the union and education of the middle and upper classes ox the people oi this 
country. 

ANATOMICAL AND DISSECTING DOOMS. 

Apartments of this kind not having been provided at the time of the building 
of the Queen’s College, annual applications have been made to the Government 
for the means of erecting them on the grounds ot the College. Hitherto, the 
dissections have been conducted in the rooms connected with the Rojal Acade- 
mical Institution, for the use of which an annual rent has been paid The sum 
set apart by Government for this purpose is now exhausted, and there me at 
present no available funds to warrant the College to enter into a fresh engage- 
ment for the accommodation. Besides, the progress of the Medical School (a 

most important department of the College) has been ivery seriously impeded by 
the circumstance, that the Demonstrations are obliged to be carried on at the 
to^ of a mile from the seat of the other Medical Lectures where the general 
“for illustration are kept. The Government, feeling the urgency of the 
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case, referred it also to the Senate of the University, which Body, I am hami 
say, has recommended the Treasury to make a suitable grant for sunnl vir5 +i!° 
want which has too long existed at the Belfast College. 1 ^ ° tne 

THE OBSERVATORY. 

Early in 1851, the Governors of the Armagh Observatory, with the samtinn 
of Her Majesty, transferred to the College the Transit Instrument and Astro™, 
raical Clock, which were in the Observatory at Kew. uuo ~ 

Towards the end of the same year, the Lords of the Admiralty, on the re™™ 
mendation of the Astronomer Royal of England, acceded to an application frn™ 
Professor Wilson, for transferring to the College a Mural Circle bv J 0np 7 
which had been in use at the Cape of Good Hope, and afterwards ’ for a .Wf 
time, at the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. ’ n0rt 

For the reception of these instruments an Observatory has been erected in the 
College grounds, the expense of which has been chiefly defrayed by a suhsevin 
tion amongst the Professors of the College and the inhabitants of the town 
which was kindly headed by the Lord Bishop of the diocese. ’ 

The instruments are already mounted, and will be in working order in the 
course of the present Session, when arrangements will be made for admitting a 
limited number of Students to receive practical instruction in the use of Astrnrm 
mical and Nautical Instruments, under the direction of Professor Wilson. 

COLLEaE CALENDAR. 

In “The College Calendar” for the year will be found the questions which 
were proposed by the Professors during the same period, in the printed papers used 
at the several Examinations for Entrance, Honors, and Scholarships ; and as it is 

llS, r 1 5 p0rt “ ce , t0 aff ? rd , t0 . aI1 wh0 m ' e interested in the subject, a know- 
edge of the general standard of Collegiate Education that is here maintained 
the Council of the College, even though at considerable expense, print the 
Calendiu- every winter, and circulate it through the leading Booksellers 
All ot which is testified by your Majesty’s most faithful servant 



P. SH OLDHAM HENRY, D.D., 
President. 
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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY. 

A Meeting of the Senate of the Queen’s University in Ireland was held, on Tk™JWJ »t M>Hu 

Castle, for the purpose of conferring degrees. Her ExceUency the Countess of gi P 

here to the right of the chair, and a large and brilliant array of rank and fashion assembled to witness 
the proceedings. The following persons were present Archdeacon 
The Lord Bishop of Cork, the Archdeacon of Dublin, the ProvostofTnn^^ 

Kyle, Edmund Hayes, Q.C., John It. Corbnllis, Q.C., Robert B. Snyth Dr Lcm^eid Baron ^ 
Sir William Hamilton, the Right Hon. Lord Naas the Rev. II. UovA, T ^^V v C ^fy 
Dr. Maunsell, Colonel Colomb, Dr. Montgomery, the Rev. C Graves, D.D., 1 

of Clancarty, the Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, the Solicitor- Gonei^, Sir H.^rah, the Ear 
Charlemont, Lord Adolphus Vane, W. T. Mulvany, Commissioner of Public Works, Hon. T. Buike, Ac. 
Shortly after three o’clock a procession entered the Hall m the following order . 



Examiners, 

The Secretary, 

The Senate, 

The Vice-Chancellor. 



Candidates — Eor the Diploma in Agriculture, 

„ For the Diploma in Elementary Law, 

For the Degree of Bachelor in Arts, 

„ For the Degree of Doctor in Medicines, 

Professors, 

Of the Senate there were present— the Right Hon. Mazierc Brady, V.C., his Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin, the Right Hou. the Lord Chancellor, Sir Philip Cranipton, Bart., the Rev. Dr. Henry, 
Sir Robert Kane and Edward Berwick, Esq. (the Presidents of the Queens Colleges), Richard 
Griffith, Esq., LL.D. ; D. J. Corrican, M.D., Major Larcom, and Janies Gibson, Lsq. 

Professors and Examiners present-Jolm Ryall, LL.D., D.V.C., Charles M-Douall A.M Bunnell 
Lewis, A.M., W. Nesbitt, A.M., Rev. C. Darley, A.B., John Mulcaliv, LL.D., John btevdlv, LL.D., 
Hugh Carlile, M.D, Benjamin Alcock, M.D., A. G. Melville, Si. D., W. N. Hancock, LL.D., 
D. Caulfield Heron, A.M., G. Molvnenx, A.M., Michael Barry, Esq., John Godwin, O.D., . b. 

Blood, A.M., Edward Murpliv, A.B., Thomas Skilling, Esq.. John 0 Donovan, LL.D., Owen Conuellan, 

^ ' T ~ " Tt T> 

M‘C 




Hamilton, L.av.v.w., — — - - . - 

The various individuals of the procession having taken their places, tne \ , , ; . . 

by the Secretary, proceeded to the entrance of the HaU to receive his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 
Having conducted him to his seat, , . , T ___j. 

The Vice-Chanceixob, on taking the chair, addressed the Senate and raid— In the early part of 
the current year there were some degrees conferred on Students m this Umvcreity, but itbose ' 
were necessarily limited to oue subject of study— uamely, Medicine ; because from tie recent net 
tntion of the Colleges the Students were not enabled to complete that eumculnm of stuc^y w bleb had 
been assigned to them prior to their seeking the degree of Bachelor of Arts or an} higher degree m 
this University. We are now enabled, however, to complete the course of duty presenbed for ns by 
the charter gknted by her Majesty, and to confer degrees and honors on the J Staton tec >f these 
Colleges in A the brunches of art and literature, for the cultivation of which those m.titut ons were 
devisld. I, therefore, take the liberty of opening what I my call the first puhlte geue^ mert.ns 
of this University, by making a few observations upon the purposes and objects of the in.tituUon. 
I eunnot better do that than bv pointing attention to the language of our Charter, w hich was miitad 
by her Majesty in the feurteeith year of her reign. It is recited in that Charter that, her Mnjes y 
hid, in pirsuince of the authority of Parliament, “Nominated declined, “j 
College, for the promotion and eneonragemont of learn.,, g, m Belfast Co*, ml Co ^ w^g for Students 
in a£ law, physic, and other useful learning;' and that her Majesty, l.ad thought it fit and 



c of education to be followed by the 



necessary, in order to render complete and satisfactory the e — , J-bieb 

Students in these Colleges in the several faculties aforesaid, that provision "7 ” 

the Students would be enabled to obtain and receive the several degrees and dis me turns > » J 

said faculties, such as arc granted and conferred in other Colleges and Gnive sit e m he kingdom £ 
Great Britain and Ireland. With that view, and for those objects, this University ^_oe^estab- 



Witb that v 

lished ; and it is our province, under the direction of the Charter, to 
arts, law, physic, and other useful learning upon those Students from lie Colleges j ho shall appear 
deserving of them oa public examination. The degrees me are nuthomed .to cunfcr ar, C o 
ordinarily conferred by other Colleges and Universities in the United ^ 

known to the world of science, and, 1 may say, to the pnbl.e, and they require ». on wnmj 
part. I shall only observe of them, that her Majesty, in the language 0 : our ’ Chou ^^er fas decia ed 
that all persons who shall have completed their education ,n any of the i Queen s MteP". .jnd JmU 
have, obtained such degrees in uny of the several faculties of aits, medmine, rnd to as shaU be 
PT-mted and conferred by the Chancellor and Senate of the aforesaid University, shall be fully 

fees sitit 
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doubt that they will constitute, in the eyes of those who may be desirous of emplovin rt, 
individuals, a high recommendation, as well as a valid title iu their possessors to the confidenc *1 
good reception of the public. Iu addition to those degrees and diplomas, we have established n 1 
of merit, by the institution of exhibitions for the candidates who may succeed upon examinati !f 
honors in the several departments.' These consist in pecuniary exhibitions and medals and” ** 
designed for Students who, having passed their examination for the degree or the diploma shall'T’ 
recommended by the Examiners for competition in those higher branches which they are t 1 
examined in beforo they can obtain those distinctions. Having, then, to confer degrees on St» 1 t 
from the three Colleges I havo mentioned— having to confer diplomas, and having to institnt 
competition for those honorary exhibitions — it became our duty, in the terms of the Charter to arm ' f 
fit Examiners, whose office it would be to report to us on the merits of the respective candi’dit^ t 
fulfilling this part of our duty wo felt that we were discharging a public and an important trust 
that it behoved us to take care in the selection of Examiners that wo should present to the wo 11 
Large a guarantee that the Students of those Colleges, and the Graduates of this University noiw^l 
acquirements commensurate to the high distinctions they had obtained. According y SG o.vl,i* 
among the candidates who presented themselves to be Examiners in this Uuiversity and select ™ 
from among them those who were most highly qualified in their respective departments we did™* 
confine the selection to any particular institution or college. Some were taken from the Queen’s Col W 
of Belfast, Cork, and Galway ; some were taken from the Professors of Trinity College Dublin • if d 
some were selected from the general ranks of scientific and professional men; and I think I may yen t„ 
to say, that m the list oi Examiners thus selected there is presented to the public a host of names whole 
position and qualification show that they arc capable of conducting an examination which should he 
highly appreciated by the public at large, and that the Students passing that examination richly 
deserve to be mveeted with tiro degrees end honors we arc empowered to confer ; at the same 2 
it will satisfy the world, I am sure, of the perfect integrity with which tlio duties of such an examina 
tion have been discharged. In this course of selection we Lave but followed the example of out 
Chancellor, the Earl of Clarendon, who, when administering the affairs of this country, was called on 
to select Professors of tlio Queen's Colleges of Belfast, Cork, and Galway: he took pains, froufaH 
paits of the United Kingdom, to find out men tlio most eminent in science, men the best Qualified in 
literary attainments, and men of tlm highest professional station, to undertake the duty of acting as 
Piofcssors in those Colleges. Those institutions have been some few years in operation, and I think T 
may pass over this part of t.io subject very briefly by saying, that I believe they have deserved and 
have received, in t.iat respect, the confidence of the public. I believe that the course of instruction 
has been laid down in them, and has been pursued under the direction of the Professors, which £ 
calculated to advance the learning, to stimulate the industry, and to develop the mental faculties of 
bo students under their direction. In addition to that course of study in tlie important insSTs, 

? SCr :VZ a 11CCU lar featm ‘r I u th ' n !i whic!l is deserving, I think, of special notice- 
i allude to that part of the arrangements of those Colleges which provides not merely for the literary 
scientific, and professional education of the Students, but for tLc sedulous care of their morals ami 
religious conduct. In these institutions the Students are not allowed at hazard to locate themselves 
where they please ; in their respective cities, places of residence must bo selected and licensed by the 
authorities, and, m addition to that, individuals must bo appointed from the ministers of the various 
religions persuasions to which the Students belong, whoso duty is to attend to their moral and 
, 1 propose to close this part of my observations' by referring to the language of the 
statute passed for thodirection of thoso institutions. Under the chapter which relates to the residence 
Deans **“? ^Tli °] f llcsidcncc > k is expressly declared, that her Majesty shall appoint 

i° nCC ’ ■ S r° S ' a l , ha Y e tbo nioral ca, '° and spiritual charge of the Students of their 
respective creeds residing m the licensed boarding-houses ; and that the Deans of Residence shall 
afffirffi™ eU r° J 1,H , ardi “k;-l‘ < >uscs in which the Students reside, for the purpose of 

A confer with their 
le due observance of 

j- . , i* . — ’ — :: ‘^““i am;uuaucB in. mviuc worship ; and those Deans are 

diiected to report .annually to tbe beads of tlio Colleges os to tire condition of the Students in those 
{““f" 8 ' 1 loppy to soy tbot the efforts which have been mode l.ove been well responded 

sir o*„ P „f r J Fft’ ^ tllM « Oo^SM, although but a few yearn in operation, present a 
u22off l b 5 of Stadents fcoqirontmg their halls. I believe that prior to this enaSnination 
^ V ,? 11 hundred Students were eongregoted in the three Colleges ; but the number of Students 
Sn™ I 1 . ™™ s — b “"g V'y large in Belfast, not so large in Cork, and smaller in Galway. 

3” ■? “*V a M,T * may have depended I shall not take up year time byspeculatinh: 

“gS* W tr “? ‘ho smallness of one of the eities, and other local cansei. In atteui 
c ? Uc S eil ..»>»<>"g the drfflen ties which the Students havo, in some instances, to encounter, is 
on lb. n.nf! S Bf C< .f S10 oi llb j P,y [^ be peculiar nature of tlio institution, which requires continued residence 



Gnllpcrca +„ war,,,',, n , ,, ri, , OCOUU.U iiguh, mi uuecung ine course ox education in those 
of thf ^ - re . tbat , tba Students shall attend a regular course of lectures during certain portions 

miration and lnvol 7. e ® oont . laaed residence, and must entail upon somo persons a degree of 
Fmav 3 av it?c^ e ,i 1 t W0 ^ !,1 bave been avoided b 7 resideu<:e in th ™ ownlomea. ButI think- 
in their zeal and^b^f 0 ^ 109 wT® b ? en cbeerfu,1 y and readily encountered ; and that the Students, 



in tli pi i' -2,1 A- Jf — , , , u r u uu eenuny nnu reauuy encountered; and that the Students, 

to attain that e d for i knowledge, liave endured all those privations and difficulties, seeking only 

Sis Snvt it T W w Cb , lfc » their b ’S best ambition to possess. And I am happy to say, that 
even humbler mnl-« nfi f ned • t °+ tb ° alas ® . wb ? aro represented by the Studonts before us, but pervades 
official cognizance witf S0Clet 7‘ Ia Patriot Schools, of which some members of this Senate have 
and difficulties in +1 m y se p "7° have had accounts of the same endeavour to meet privation 

children from conoid ° knowledge; we have instances of journeys daily undertaken by 

tbe towns in ^ ble dla , tan f es > to an<1 tbe schools, and sometimes of continued residence in 
shown tbL zelw d^ eSe ? C \ 0 .° ls Slt . uated - The Stndcnts of tbe Queen’s Colleges have thus 
to them and hav^viokS 131111 ! 4 10 ? t0 i a v ai1 tbemselves to tbe utmost of the opportunities afforded 
only repeatwhalTwl obcd ' ence to the discipline of the Colleges. On that head I will 

Colleges. I conclnde?th« a SS r ^ 7 ben accompanied by some of my colleagues, a visitor of tbe 
tamed. I was ennhWl t aitatl ,°. 11 of tbem > and made some observations on what we had ascer- 
ed to say on that occasion that though we had met with questions and douht 3 
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respecting the construction of the Charter and the laws of the institutions (and questions and doubts 
mifrht well arise on such recent enactments), we had found no case anywhere of questions arising out 
of a breach of moral duty on the part of a single Student in the Colleges, and we found everywhere 
testimony borne, as well by the Deans of Residence as by the Professors, to the exemplary conduct 
of the Students, both in regard to their moral and religious duties, and to their literary studies and 
scientific acquirements. The test of that moral and religious discipline will be found in the world 
into which the Students are now about to enter; and I have a very confident expectation that they 
will find in it no small aid to enable them to bear that world’s vicissitudes, and encounter its dangers. 
The test of their literary acquirements exists in this institution, and is to be found in the examina- 
tions to which they have been subjected; and I believe that on the present occasion that test has 
been fairly and strictly applied, and Las been borne by the Students with honour and with credit. 
"Many of the reports of the Examiners have testified to us, in the strongest terms, as to their attain- 
ments and their mental powers; and but very few of them have failed in answering with that degree 
of general excellence in all the departments of study which the Senate required, and which the 
Examiners properly applied in adjudicating on their respective merits. These gentlemen, I think, 
have well and conscientiously discharged their duty. They have shown to the Students of the 
Colleges that the general standard of answering which has leeu required may be obtained by the 
vast majority of those who have to complete tlicir course of education there; and they have shown 
to the public that the honors of this University will not be lightly or carelessly conferred. The 
answering of the Students, I understand, is deserving of great commendation in all departments, both 
in the examinations for degrees and in those for honors. Iu the latter, more than one instance occurred 
where the Examiners felt a difficulty in ascertaining the relative degree of merit of tho candidates ; 
and they earnestly besought us, if we could, and where we could, to enlarge the scale of merit, so as 
to enable them to award to each Student the full measure of his deserts. In assuming now the 
decrees about to be conferred on them, and in parting from this University, the Students, whom I 
congratulate on the successful result of their honourable competition, will bear with them the reflec- 
tion 0 that to them, in a measure, individually is committed the honour and character of their Colleges 
and their University; and I have no doubt that they will not do any tiling to reflect discredit upon 
the institutions to which they owe their introduction to the great world of literature and science. I 
confess I have a still higher aspiration in their behalf ; I trust that not a few amongst them will take 
their places hereafter as zealous promoters of knowledge, advancing iu the onward course of scicnco, 
and conducting the social and literary progress of the world. And if I may indulge, on such an 
occasion as this, iu yet a higher speculation, may I not hope that among those now presented before U3 
there may be found some whose future career, made brilliant by tbc discovery of some great mystery 
of science, by tbc development of some secret of universal nature, or by the exposition of some secret 
function of the human frame, or made glorious by the hold and eloquent advocacy of the rights of the 
innocent and the privileges of the free, may entitle them to a high place iu that temple of immortal 
recollection, which the consenting voice of nations has devoted to the benefactors of the human race. 
If such should be amongst them— and I trust there will be— I venture, with no light confidence, to 
say that in the record of their existence no undistinguislinble page will be that in which it shall be 
recorded that they laid the foundation of their excellence in the well-directed studies of the Colleges 
of their native provinces, and that they attained their honors and degrees in the Queen’s University 
in Ireland. I have but to say further, that I am desired to express, cm the part of the Chancellor of 
the University, the Earl of Clarendon, his deep regret at not having been able to come from England 
to preside on the present occasion. I liave to express my own regret that it lias not fallen to him to 
discharge the duty which would have been so much better performed by him, of developing the 
resources and the character of this institution. I have to assure the Senate and the Presidents of the 
Colleges of that which, I presume, they never had a doubt of — namely, bis Lords .up s continued anxiety 
for their progress and their welfare, and his determination to forward that progress in every way 
his ability can at all enable him to do. 



MEDICAL DEGREES. 



The Vice-Chancellor then called on each of the following gentlemen, whom he addressed respec- 
tively as follows :—“In virtue of my authority as Vice-Chancellor of this University. I confer upon 
you the degree of Doctor of Medicine.” , i - e. i 

William Evans, William Greenfield, James F. Patrick, and William Stewart, Beliast; Stephen 
Donecan, and Walter Humphries, Cork. 

The decree of Bachelor of Arts was then conferred upon the following 

John Craig, Robert Dunlop, Thomas Henry, Hoffatt Jackson. William Lnpton David Hill 
M'Murtry, John James Noble, and James Wilson, Belfast : Richard Blair Bagley, Boyle Win. Coghlan, 
William' Henry Jones. John Nicholas J. Kelly, James Mongan, Henry Hickman Morgan, William 
O’Halloran, and Matthias O'Keefe, Cork ; Charles W r . Duggan, John Evans, William Johnson John 
Richardson, and Dominick D. Ryan, Galway ; and George Yielding M’Mahou, Galway and Belfast. 



DEGREES IX LAW. 

The following gentlemen received the diploma .of Elementary Law : --in 

Thomas Dunbar Ingram, Beliast ; George Y. M'Mahon, Galway and Belfast ; Dominick D. Ryan, 
Galway. 

DEGREES IX AGRICULTURE. 

Tbc Vice-Chancellor next presented diplomas in Agriculture to the following 
t i Wnti QrmrtVi Rplfnst • Edmund Murphy, and Cornelius 0 Keefe, Cork. 

t£ ^ yTce-cL2lloftLpi'e.e,.td a number of medals, and exhibition. o£ epecified amount, to 
the following gentlemen, which, he observed, tad been awarded to them as an ndd.t.onnl testimony 

“ MeL me Cemn, Stewart, Patrick, Humphries, Bagley Mongan, Dunlop, Eynn, lnpton, O'Keeffe, 
M'Murtry, Duggan, Cogldau, Jackson, Smyth, Murphy, M Mahon, and Ingram. 

The tames of Messrs. Bagley and WUson having been called on, , . . . 

Tie Vice-Chancellor, adcSessing those gentlemen, said that theirs was one of the cases in which 
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the Examiners harl not been able to make any distinction between tbeir respective merits and tl 
under these circumstances they had determined to present to each of them an exhibition of £20 ^ 
The Vice-Chancellor then addressed the Lord Lieutenant, and said, that he had been authori d t 
convey to his Excellency the thanks of the Senate of the Queen’s University for his kindness • 
granting them the use of that noble, and he would say not inappropriate apartment, and for the h' 
honour of his presence on that interesting occasion. His Excellency had personally visited the sev ] 
Colleges upon whose Students they had that day conferred so many honorary rewards and was a " eRU 
of the purposes to which they were dedicated; and he would, therefore, detain him and the assemb^ 
no further than to say, that on every occasion when they required his concurrence in their proceeding 
he (the Lord Lieutenant) had always been most willing to bestow it. The Charter of their Universt 
had placed the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in such a position in connexion with it, as to require th t 
all by-laws, and other matters of a similar nature, should bo submitted for his approval • and on snm 
occasions, since his Excellency had come to Ireland, they had, in the discharge of their’duty to si 1 
mit some alterations for his judgment and approbation. The Senate were happy to take that onnnr 
tunity to acknowledge the great and prompt attention which his Excellency paid to their renresen' 
tations; and coming, as Ins lordship did, from a land which might boast of one of the greatest schools 
of medicine in the world, and was rich in the endowment of many learned and time-honoured univer 
sities, he trusted that his Excellency would regard the ceremonial of this day as not the least inter" 
esting of those public proceedings which ho had been pleased to honour with his sanction aud nresenr* 
since his arrival in Ireland. 1 ° 



His Excellency then rose and said— Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and gentlemen, it is with great pleasure 
I receive the compliment you have just paid me on this, the first occasion on which the Queen’s 
University of Ireland has come into active operation ; aud I would conceive it a -rrcat dereliction 
from my duty, if I had not been present at so interesting a ceremony as that which has been iust 
brought to a close. At all times it is most gratifying to me to receive any mark of approbation 
from the people of Ireland ; hut it is particularly gratifying to me to receive any token of approbation 
from a body of men which numbers amongst them so many ornaments of the church, the bar and 
the nobility of Ireland; and under the presidency of my immediate predecessor, one whose talents I 
admire, whoso high character I respect, and whose personal friendship, I trust, I possess. It is most 
satisfactory to hoar what we have heard from the Vice-Chancellor to-day, of the success which has 
attended these Colleges— a success which, making allowance for the difficulties that surround everv 
new undertaking, and the dangers with which these institutions have been in some decree assailed 
I wd not cal! complete, but which is still very great, if we measure it with the success that lias 
attended other institutions of the same sort, and at the same period of their existence. You Mr 
Vice-Chancellor, have rightly said that I have personally inspected the three Colleges, upon whose' 
students we liave been conferring honors on the present occasion. During the short time that lias 
elapsed since I camo to Ireland I have had an opportunity of seeing them all. I have paid a visit 
to each of the three Colleges which constitute this University, and which are, as it were, the limbs to 
which the University supplies additional vitality ; and I can assure you, that I admire every arranire- 
ment 1 saw, and the tasteful manner in which those Colleges have been built. And now, gentlemen let 
me address a few words to you who liave gained these honors to-day. Under the excellent instruc- 
tion which you have received by the exercise of those talents with which you have been blessed and 
by a steady application to your studios, you have earned for yourselves the approbation of your in- 
structors, tho_ esteem of your fellow-students, and the applause of this distinguished' assembly. Con- 
tinue, then, m that honourable course which you have so auspiciously begun. You are about to 
embark in that lino of life which your various positions, or the natural bent of your minds, may lead 
you to adopt, aud to struggle for independence, for competence, or perhaps for fame. In this free 
country there is no honour in the various learned professions, at the bar, or even in the senate which 
may not be open to you. So far your destinies are in your own power; but remember that no talent 
will avail you if it bo not coupled with good conduct, with temperance, with integrity, with religion, 
berve ixod, honour your Queen, obey the laws of your country, and love your neighbour without dis- 
tinction ol creed or opinion, and you will prove yourselves worthy of the land which has given you 
birtb, and ol the magnificent institutions which have fostered you. I wish you all health and happi- 
ness. 1 congratulate you on the progress you have made, and I trust that success will attend your 
future career. J 

The successful candidates then received the congratulations of the Vice-Chancellor and the Presi- 
dents oi tlie Colleges, after which the proceedings terminated. 
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